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Public SinnerS 
 

 
What is the traditional stand of the Catholic Church about public sinners, and 
why they should be denied of holy communion? 
 
Some recent events triggered our attention on this topic.  So, let us investigate on the 
doctrinal and canonical reasons why the Catholic Church in her tradition, always kept 
a strong stand against public sinners.  But now, it appears that several Churchmen are 
taking a radically different approach on this matter. 
 
What does the Holy Scripture say about public sinners, that is to say the people who 
are publicly known as living publicly in the state of mortal sin?  In his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, St. Paul warned the members of the young Christian community from 
Corinth about public sinners, particularly they should stay away from them: “I wrote to 
you in an epistle, not to keep company with fornicators.”1 
 
If St. Paul made such a strong statement, it was because he was a true shepherd of 
souls, conscious of the needs of the newly converted faithful, St. Paul wrote letters to 
keep them instructed in the faith and warn them against the dangers threatening them, 
especially from the example of bad Christians.  
 
Following the teaching of the Great Apostle of the Gentiles, the Church always taught 
that a man who commits mortal sin and stays in that state is liable to the eternal 
punishment of hell.  Accordingly, the Church has been consistent in her discipline 
dealing with public sinners, men who are publicly known as living in the state of sin. 
 
This teaching was explained brilliantly by the Catechism of Pope St. Pius X in its 
commentary on the Ninth Article of the Creed, “I believe in the Communion of Saints” 
 
“Q. Do all the children of the Church share in this communion of goods? 
 
A. All Christians who are in the grace of God share in the communion of internal goods, while 
those who are in mortal sin do not participate in these goods. 
 
Q. Why do not those who are in mortal sin participate in these goods? 
 
A. Because that which unites the faithful with God, and with Jesus Christ as His living 
members, rendering them capable of performing meritorious works for life eternal, is the grace 
of God which is the supernatural life of the soul; and hence as those who are in mortal sin are 
without the grace of God, they are excluded from perfect communion in spiritual goods, nor can 
they accomplish works meritorious towards life eternal.” 

 
1 I Corinthians IX, 9 



 

 

 
In his Summa, St. Thomas Aquinas clearly states2 that Holy Communion should not be 
given to such public sinners: “Holy Communion ought not to be given to open sinners when 
they ask for it.”  And, he explains why “Holy things are forbidden to be given to dogs, that is, 
to notorious sinners.” 
 
These sound principles, based on Holy Scripture and Tradition, were later codified in 
the law of the Church, the Code of Canon Law, published in 1917, under Pope Benedict 
XV, as follows: 
 
Canon 855 § 1. “All those publicly unworthy are to be barred from the Eucharist, such as 
excommunicates, those interdicted, and those manifestly infamous, unless their penitence and 
emendation are shown and they have satisfied beforehand the public scandal [they caused]. 
 
But what happened with Canon 855 (Old Code), in the New Code of Canon Law, the one 
published in 1983, under Pope John-Paul II?  Let us have a look to New Canon 915, 
equivalent to Old Canon 855 of the 1917 Code of Canon Law.   
 
New Canon 915 says: “Those who have been excommunicated or interdicted after the 
imposition or declaration of the penalty and others obstinately persevering in manifest grave 
sin are not to be admitted to holy communion.” 
 
The strong words of Canon 855 are gone.  Gone are the ‘publicly unworthy’ people, that 
should be ‘barred from the Eucharist’.  Likewise, gone with the need to make reparation 
for the public scandal.  Needless to say, the prescriptions of the New Code of Canon Law 
are much weaker than the ones of the Traditional Code of Canon Law.   
 
For sure, it is still possible to interpret New Canon 915 in a traditional way, as Cardinal 
Ratzinger did in 2004, in a letter that he sent to the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
reminding them that Holy Communion should be denied to Catholic politician who are 
openly pro-abortion.  But Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, acting as president of the US 
Bishops, withheld Cardinal Ratzinger’s letter from his fellow bishops, as it now attested 
by Cardinal Burke, who happened to be present at the meeting.  As a result, the US 
Bishops published a document that gave a weak and minimised interpretation of 
Cardinal Ratzinger’s letter.   
 
As a matter of fact, most bishops, and the Pope as well, follow a minimalized 
interpretation of New Canon 915, in such a way that communion is almost never denied 
to Catholic politicians, no matter what is their stand on abortion, or their personal life.  
Meanwhile, the few priests who dare to refuse communion to pro-abortion politicians 
are being severely disciplined by their own bishop, as it was the case for Fr. Morey, a 
priest from Florence, South Carolina, who recently denied communion to notorious pro-
abortion US politician Joe Biden. 

 
2 Summa Theologica, III, Qu 80, art 6 



 

 

 
But, something more serious happened recently in Rome.  It was on the occasion of the 
visit of Alberto Fernandez, the new President of Argentina, January 31. Before meeting 
with Pope Francis, Alberto Fernandez and his mistress Fabiola Yanez attended Mass, 
celebrated by Argentinian Bishop Marcelo Sorondo, who gave them communion - what 
a scandal! 
 
Moreover, during the meeting of President Fernandez with Pope Francis, the topic of 
abortion was carefully avoided.  Nevertheless, after meeting with the Pope, President 
Fernandez reminded that he is still going to introduce legislation to legalize abortion on 
March 1st.  Our jaw dropped.  With these repeated scandals, it seems that the 
abomination of the desolation penetrated the heart of the Holy City of Rome, the city of 
saints and martyrs! 
 
On top of that, Bishop Sorondo attempted to justify himself from giving communion to 
this adulterer and pro-abortion politician, based on his weak interpretation of canon 
law.    
 
Diane Montagna, a journalist from LifeSiteNews, interviewed Bishop Sorondo: “How can 
you give them Communion? It’s Jesus. It’s Jesus. They’re living openly in adultery and he 
supports abortion.” 
 
But what was the answer of Bishop Sorondo?: “Sorry, sorry, do you know the canon law? 
Do you know the canon law? We need to follow canon law, not the opinion of some 
bishops. And the canon law says that you cannot not give – you are obliged to give 
Communion if somebody asks you for Communion. Only in the case that he is 
excommunicated. The President is not excommunicated, so I can give Communion if he 
asks me for Communion.” 
 
Bishop Sorondo alluded to Canon 853 (New Canon 912), which says that “Any baptized 
person who is not prohibited by law can and must be admitted to holy communion.”  But, 
at the same time, Bishop Sorondo seems to forget Canon 855 (New Canon 915), which 
still prohibits communion to people obstinately persevering in manifest grave sin, 
though in a much weaker way than it was under the Old Code. 
 
That is why, Bishop Sorendo could not answer to the following question from Diane 
Montagna, who insisted: “he’s living with this woman, they are living in open adultery.”  
The only thing that Bishop Sorondo could answer was: “It’s a problem of his conscience. 
It’s not my problem. I don’t have the possibility of saying no.” 
 
Finally, Bishop Sorendo remained silent when Diane Montagna said: “But wouldn’t it be 
the opportunity for the sake of his soul …” 
 
It is clear that, for Bishop Sorondo, there is no more public sinners, but everybody has 
a right to receive the sacraments, no matter what is the state of his or her soul. Such 



 

 

attitude is a complete betrayal of his vocation as a priest, which is to save souls. 
 
But Bishop Sorondo’ attitude is consequent with the one of Pope Francis, who 
congratulated the bishops of Greater Buenos Aires, telling them that “there is no other 
interpretation of Amoris Laetita”, but to give communion to habitual adulterers. 
 
How could such attitude from Churchmen could be reconciled with the clear teaching 
of St. Paul3: “Therefore whosoever shall eat this bread, or drink the chalice of the Lord 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and of the blood of the Lord. But let a man prove 
himself: and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of the chalice. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning the body of 
the Lord.” 
 
I beg you to pray and be very generous to offer your Lenten Sacrifices. This is not the 
time to be sloppy with our Lenten resolutions!  We need absolutely to make reparation 
for these scandals, which are leading so many souls to hell! 
 
Let us remember the words of Our Lady at Fatima: “so many souls go to hell, because 
nobody makes sacrifice for them.” 
         Fr. Dominique Boulet 
 
Please consider a donation to the St. Joseph Bursary for your Lenten Alms 
 
St. Michael’s Priory - Tel: 416-251-0499 

o Fr. Dominique Boulet d.boulet@fsspx.email  Cell: 416-830-4796 
o Fr. Jules Belisle j.belisle@fsspx.email 
o Fr. Raymond Lillis r.lillis@fsspx.email 
o Parish Secretary secretary.toronto@fsspx.ca 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy - Tel: 519-634-4932 
o Fr. David Sherry d.sherry@fsspx.email 
o Fr. Marcel Stannus m.stannus@fsspx.email 
o Fr. William MacGillivray w.macgillivray@fsspx.email 
o Parish & Academy Secretary stpeters@sspx.ca 

 
Websites:   

1. website for the SSPX in Southern Ontario:www.ontario.sspx.ca 
2. Official information website of the SSPX: http://fsspx.news/en 

Activities: 
 

• Church of the Transfiguration, Toronto: 
• Special:  

o In Lent, Stations of the Cross every Friday at 6:20pm 
 

3 I Corinthians XI, 27-29 
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o Vespers and Benediction, Sunday March 1 
o Adult Catechism, Sunday March 8 
o Patrician Meeting, Saturday March 14 
o Youth meeting, Sunday March 15 
o Altar Boys practice, 3rd Sat. of the Month, Saturday March 21 
o Home Schoolers Day, Thursday March 26 
o Legion of Mary Acies, Sunday March 29 

 
• Regular:  

o Confessions every Saturday from 2 to 3pm.  Also, on Sunday 30 
minutes before each Mass.  Friday 6:30pm, and on request. 

o Rosary before the Bl. Sacrament Wednesday 7:00pm 
o Legion of Mary meetings: Tuesday 7:00pm 
o 2nd collection for St. Joseph Bursary, 2nd Sunday, March 8 
o 2nd collection for New Church Building Fund, 4th Sunday, March 22 

 
• Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines: 

o In Lent, Stations of the Cross every Friday at 6:20pm 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions 
o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face 

 
• Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia: 

o In Lent, Stations of the Cross every Friday at 6:20pm 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o Catechism after Mass, Sunday March 8 
o Home Schoolers Day, Monday March 9 

 
• St. Peter’s Church, New Hamburg: See their bulletin 

 
Eucharistic Crusaders Intention for March: 

In honour of St. Joseph, for many vocations. 
 

Our departed souls for March: 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, Filomena Mortel, Teresa Ramos, Fr. Louis Golvan, Fr. 
Marcel Nault, Sr. John Bosco, Mr. Prescott, Wilfred Ryan, Sarah Ryan, Alvina 
Whalen, Mr. Julio Banda, Francis Pereira, Mary Picard, Esther Ghillany, Lillian 
Mcguire, Maurice Baker, Jack Rushton, Mr. Halley Sr., Gertrude Pinto, Charles 
Michael Doherty, Incencio Villaruel , Eileen Anderson, Felisa de Jesus, Eduardo de 
Jesus, Jenine Storning, Francis P. Lehar, Blanche DeSousa, Ian Campbell 
MacIntyre, Larry Gagné, Waldermar Lis, Eduardo de Jesus, Olga Rivera, Michael 
Kondrat & John Lesiak, Geraldine Foster, Stan Kondrat. 
 



 

 

SSPX Retreats for 2020:  
 

New Hamburg, ON  Register with New Hamburg 
Women July 26 - 31  Men Aug. 2 – 7 

***************************************************************************************************** 
 

Reading Material - Food for the Mind 

1. What to do with Heretics and Public Sinners? 
 
Dialogue or Disassociation with Heretics and Public Sinners in the Church 
 
By Eric Sammons 
 
The watchword of the day is “dialogue.” Invoked by Church leaders like an Eastern 
mystical mantra, dialogue is the solution to every problem. Pro-abortion politicians 
claiming to be good Catholics? We need dialogue. Priests promoting same-sex 
relationships? We need dialogue. Millions of Catholics leaving the Church in droves? We 
need dialogue. No matter the issue, dialogue will make the world sing in perfect 
harmony. 
 
But dialogue is not always the answer. Sometimes, in fact, the Church has embraced 
the opposite of dialogue – disassociation – as the proper means to address certain issues. 
Consider the problem of heretics and public sinners within the Church. What should 
we do when someone claims to be Catholic (or even is a priest or bishop) and yet acts in 
a manner fundamentally at odds with the Faith? Should we dialogue with him or 
disassociate from him? 
 
Cut Off the Part to Save the Body 
 
This is by no means a problem unique to the modern age. The first Christians faced it, 
too. Their answer was clear: the heretic or public sinner was to be ejected from the 
Church. They knew that the Church was the Body of Christ, and if one part of the Body 
was diseased, it was better to cut off that part than to let it infect the entire Body. This 
is just common sense. If you spend most of your time with people who abuse drugs, it’s 
likely that you will start to use drugs as well. If your close circle of friends are all 
communists, there’s a good chance you’ll end up quoting Marx and making red your 
favorite color. Allowing those who advocate for heresy or publicly promote and commit 
immorality to continue in good standing in the Church will lead to those evils infecting 
the whole Body of Christ. 
 
St. John the Apostle specifically warned of the dangers of allowing heretics in the 



 

 

Church. He wrote, “If any one comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not 
receive him into the house or give him any greeting; for he who greets him shares his 
wicked work” (2 John 10-11). When St. John speaks of someone who “does not bring 
this doctrine,” he is referring to someone who embraces and teaches heresy. His 
command is to disassociate with the heretic, and in fact, if one does accept him, he 
“shares his wicked work.” In other words, he is as guilty of heresy as the heretic. 
 
St. Paul had even harsher words about the dangers of accepting immorality within the 
Church. To the Christians in Corinth he wrote: 
 
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with immoral men; not at all meaning the 
immoral of this world, or the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, since then you would 
need to go out of the world. But rather I wrote to you not to associate with any one who 
bears the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, 
drunkard, or robber – not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those 
outside. “Drive out the wicked person from among you.” (1 Cor. 5:9-13) 
 
A couple important points to note from this powerful – and politically incorrect – 
passage. First, St. Paul is speaking specifically of Christians who commit immorality. 
They are to be ousted from the Church. Also, and more shocking to modern ears, St. 
Paul says we are supposed to judge those in the Church who sin. So much for today’s 
supra-doctrine of tolerance. 
 
Evangelization and Disassociation 
 
But what of the command of Jesus to evangelize the world? Isn’t it the job of the 
Christian to reach out to the sinner and those in error and bring them to Christ? How 
can you do that if you never associate with them? Here is the key difference: we are 
called to evangelize those outside the Church, no matter how far from Christ they made 
be, but we are called to resist – even expel – those inside the Church who persistently 
embrace heresy or engage in immorality. St. Paul, the great Christian evangelizer, would 
go to the ends of the earth to bring the lost sheep into the fold, but he had no patience 
for allowing a notorious heretic or sinner to infect the Church from within. 
 
We see this attitude in practice in the early Church. In the middle of the 2nd century, a 
popular preacher named Marcion was teaching heresy. One day, St. Polycarp – a disciple 
of St. John the Apostle – met Marcion. “Do you know who I am?” Marcion asked. 
Polycarp replied, “Yes, I know you very well, you firstborn of Satan!” There was no 
tolerance for heresy from Polycarp, a trait he learned at the feet of St. John himself. 
 
Contrast that attitude with today. Fr. James Martin, the Jesuit priest who has a popular 
following based on his advocacy of the LGBT lifestyle, has been preaching heresy and 
encouraging immorality for years now, yet many inside the Church support him. Even 
many of those who embrace the Church’s teaching on homosexuality are hesitant to be 



 

 

too critical of him. Just look at noted Princeton professor and orthodox Catholic Robert 
George, who takes pains to promote his friendship with Fr. Martin. He defends his 
friendship as important “dialogue.” While George’s personal orthodoxy is beyond 
question and his exaltation of “dialogue” is in keeping with the current higher education 
ethos, his public acceptance of Fr. Martin appears to go against both St. Paul’s and St. 
John’s directives. 
 
Dangers of Disassociation 
 
In today’s Church, the charge of “Pharisee” will immediately be applied to those who 
take the approach I advocate here. To the modern mind, no crime is greater than 
intolerance of “alternative lifestyles” or unorthodox beliefs. And it’s true that there are 
dangers to avoid when it comes to disassociating with the heretic or notorious sinner. 
One can easily become self-righteous and see almost everyone as “unclean” and 
unworthy of association. But what I’m advocating (and what I think both St. John and 
St. Paul advocated) applies specifically to notorious and public heretics and sinners. It’s 
applicable to Fr. Martin, but not necessarily to your Catholic friend Jim who knows less 
about Catholicism than the average CNN anchor. It includes Nancy Pelosi, but not Aunt 
Nancy who was never taught about transubstantiation. 
 
Another danger is a fortress mentality. That term has been overused in recent years to 
criticize the post-Trent Church, but it is nevertheless a legitimate concern. Every 
Catholic should always look outward, looking to evangelize. Yes, there are times when 
one has to protect one’s fortress, but the only long-term way to win a war is to go out 
into the battlefield. Retreating to our fortress is particularly a danger for traditionalists, 
who in reaction to fifty years of attacks from within the Church can sometimes see every 

non-traditional Catholic as the 
enemy, putting up walls to anyone 
outside the accepted community. 
 
These potential dangers should not 
make us hesitant to resist evil when 
it infects our Church. St. John and 
St. Paul would have been 
scandalized by the tolerance for evil 
that we find within the Church 
today. We need to follow their 
example and reject evil in our midst, 
and even reject the evildoers. 
 
Source: OnePeterFive blog 

 
 
 

The public expulsion of penitents on Ash Wednesday 



 

 

2. A Chinese priest comments on the coronavirus 
 
A Chinese priest, Fr. Shanren, recounts the first week of an epidemic of acute pneumonia 
caused by a coronavirus. His story relates several scenes of panic caused by the medical 
emergency in China. He adds a supernatural consideration to it. 
 
“On the afternoon of Chinese New Year - January 24, 2020 - I was ordered to cancel the 
scheduled Mass. At that time, we were not aware of the Wuhan coronavirus. When it 
became known, the epidemic had already spread across the country.” 
 
“The mayor of Wuhan said that 5 million people have already left the city. As is obvious, 
because of the terror regarding the transmission of the virus, people are openly 
fearful towards citizens from Wuhan.” 
 
“Currently, the infected people are quarantined. Unfortunately, we can see a lot of 
aggressive reactions via the Internet, such as those terrified patients who tear off the 
protective suits and the masks of the nurses, yelling at them: ‘Why are you the only ones 
who have protection? If we have to die, we die together!’” 
 
Fr. Shanren continues, “then we can also see roadblocks that appear here and there on 
the roads …There are those who put up banners in front of the homes of the sick, others 
who use planks of wood to block the entrance of neighbors. For many people, Wuhan 
patients are no longer people; they have become synonymous with viruses.” 
 
And the priest wonders if the disease is not also a divine punishment against the 
religious policy carried out by the Chinese Communist Party: “Think about it,” he writes, 
“a month ago, on December 24, the Chinese people were told to boycott foreign holidays, 
to no longer celebrate Christmas and instead to support national patriotic holidays… 
Then, just a month later, on January 24, the catastrophe of the epidemic occurred: we 
have refused the peace that God has given us for free, and now we all want peace, but 
the cost is very high.” 
 
The Catholic priest concluded with gravity: “We must be afraid of God, let's pray for the 
Chinese! We ask for the immense mercy of God that everything will be resolved soon!” 
An urgent invitation to conversion. 
 
Source: AsiaNews - FSSPX.News 
 



 

 

Mass Times for March 2020 
 

 Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

1  1st Sunday in Lent 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 10am Mass 
5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

2  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

3  Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

4  Ember Wednesday 7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

5  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

6  Ember Friday & 1st 
Friday of the Month 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

HH 5pm 
Mass 6pm 

6:30pm 
Mass + HH 

6:30am  

7  Ember Saturday 
 & 1st Sat. of the 

Month 

9am HH 
10:00am 

HH 9:00am 
Mass 10am 

Mass 
8:00am 
Dev. after 

8:00am Orillia 
6:00pm 

8  2nd Sunday in Lent 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

9  Ferial  
 (St. Frances of Rome) 

7:15am  8:00am 11:10am Orillia 
11:00am 

10  Ferial (the 40 Martyrs 
of Sebaste) 

7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

11  Ferial 7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

12  Ferial (St. Gregory) 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

13  Ferial 7:15am 
7:00pm 

6:30pm 6:30pm   

14  Ferial 8:00am 9:00am 8:00am 3:30pm  

15  3rd Sunday in Lent 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

16  Ferial 7:15am  6:30pm 11:10am  

17 Ferial (St. Patrick) 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

18  Ferial (St. Cyril) 7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  



 

 

 

 

  Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

19  St. Joseph 7:15am 
7:00pm 

 8:00am 
6:30pm 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

 

20  Ferial 7:00pm  6:30pm 6:30am  

21  Ferial (St. Benedict) 8:00am  10:00am 8:00am Sudbury 

22  4th Sunday in Lent 
Laetare Sunday 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Sudbury 
10:00am 
Orillia 
10:00am 

23  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

24  Ferial (St. Gabriel) 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

25  Annunciation 7:15am 
7:00pm 

 8:00am 10:30am  

26  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:00am  

27  Ferial  
 (St. John Damascene) 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm  

28  Ferial  
 (St. John Capistran) 

8:00am 9:00am 8:00am 8:00am  

29 Passion Sunday 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:30am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

30 Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

31  Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

Lenten Practices 


	 Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines:
	o Confessions usually one hour before Mass
	o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions
	o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face
	 Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia:
	In honour of St. Joseph, for many vocations.
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