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Evangelization for the 21st century? 

 
Dear faithful, 
 

We are familiar with the story of St. Paul.  On the way to Damascus, Saul was struck 
by a lightening, and fell from his horse. There he heard a voice saying to him: “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?”  To whom he answered “Lord, who are you?”  “I am 
Jesus whom you persecute.” 
 
Soon after, the former chief persecutor of Christians became the great apostle St. Paul.  
From that day onwards, St. Paul dedicated his whole life to spread the Name of Jesus, 
and make it known and loved by all men, thus becoming a model and example for all 
men who dedicate themselves to the apostolate. 
 
The zeal of St. Paul is a great source of inspiration, not only for the priests, but also for 
all Christians, who received the unmerited grace of the knowledge of the revealed Truth. 
The more we love the Truth of our religion, the more we want to share it with others, 
and do whatever possible to bring the light of the Gospel to those poor souls who are 
still hanging in the darkness and in the shadow of death.  Like St. Paul, we want to help 
the souls that God placed on our path to reach to the knowledge and love of the True 
God and of His True Church, out of which there is no salvation. 
 
It has been the constant worry of the Church throughout the centuries to search for the 
lost sheep and bring them back to the flock, according to the word of the apostle St. 
James1: “My brethren, if any of you err from the truth, and one convert him: He must know 
that he who causeth a sinner to be converted from the error of his way, shall save his soul 
from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins.”  The Church had sent missionaries all 
over the world, and to some of the most remote and unhospitable regions to spread the 
Gospel.  Close to us, the shrine of the Canadian Martyrs from Midland is a good reminder 
of the sacrifice of these missionaries, who came across the ocean, to bring the light of 
faith to the Indians and paid the price by the shedding of their blood. 
 
But now, what is happening with the concern for the evangelization of the poor souls 
who don’t belong to the True Church?  Could we say that the flame of the apostolate, 
and the desire to convert sinners is still burning in the heart of present-day Catholics? 
 
We could find an answer to that question in an article, recently published in the 
excellent magazine, Catholic Family News2.  By the way, we are grateful to the staff of 
CFN for the publication of a series of articles on education, written by Fr. David Sherry, 
Principal of our school, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy, New Hamburg. 
                                                           
1 James V, 19-20 
2 Catholic Family News magazine, PO Box 694, Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 6V5  www.catholicfamilynews.org 

 

http://www.catholicfamilynews.org/


 

 

 
But the article that focus our attention today was written by Matt Gaspers, Managing 
Editor of CFN.  It reports a talk between Bishop Robert Barron, a Catholic bishop and 
Ben Shapiro, a Jew, the two of them debating on the matter of salvation. 
 
Who is Bishop Barron? Likely, that name may not be familiar to the faithful of the SSPX, 
but Bishop Barron is one of the most mediatised members of the Novus Ordo 
establishment.  Besides being Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles, Bishop Barron is the 
founder of the online evangelization outlet World on Fire and one of the world's most 
followed Catholics on social media. 

Back in the 50’s and 60’s, Bishop Fulton Sheen was a pioneer of the apostolate on radio 
and Television.  Now, Bishop Barron claims to follow the lead of the late Bishop Sheen 
for the 21st century. However, there is a huge gap between these two men.   

Bishop Sheen was a man of profound faith, deeply attached to the Tradition of the 
Church.  Acting as national director of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
Bishop Sheen was using the talents that God gave him for the spreading of the true 
religion, and he was not afraid to speak out and to denounce the enemies of the reign of 
Christ the King. 

As related in the said article from CFN, the theme of the conversation between Bishop 
Barron and Ben Shapiro was clearly stated at the outset of the interview “What’s the 
Catholic view on who gets into heaven and who doesn’t?”, thus giving a golden 
opportunity to a Catholic Bishop to expose the Catholic teaching on salvation before the 
TV cameras. Alas, Bishop Barron failed to give the right answer, not telling his 
interviewer that he had to convert to Christ in order to be saved!  When we think about, 
this is criminal, because thousand of people who were watching the TV interview, and 
may be prevented to convert to the true faith. 

 
Men like Bishop Barron are the by-product of the new religion of the conscience, 
expressed in Vatican II Declaration on Religious Liberty. They think that, as long as 
you are following your conscience, you will be saved, no matter what is your religion.  
They forget that, because of sin, men’s conscience can be easily twisted, thus leading 
them to error in religious matters. 
 
Now, what is the lesson for us?  Bishop Barron and his friends of the so-called religion 
of the conscience could not find followers if Catholics knew their faith.  We have now 
plenty of good books available that teach the True Faith.  Make good use of them! 

 
Father Dominique Boulet  

 



 

 

Websites:   
1. website for the SSPX in Southern Ontario:www.ontario.sspx.ca 
2. Official information website of the SSPX: http://fsspx.news/en 

 

St. Michael’s Priory - Tel: 416-251-0499 

o Fr. Dominique Boulet d.boulet@fsspx.email  Cell: 416-830-4796 

o Fr. Jules Belisle j.belisle@fsspx.email 

o Fr. Raymond Lillis r.lillis@fsspx.email 

o General Information, including bulletin emailing info.toronto@fsspx.ca 

o Parish Secretary admin.toronto@fsspx.ca 
o Note that the email address  stmichaelspriory@rogers.com is being discontinued 

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy - Tel: 519-634-4932 

o Fr. David Sherry d.sherry@fsspx.email 

o Fr. Marcel Stannus m.stannus@fsspx.email 

o Parish & Academy Secretary stpeters@sspx.ca 
 

Activities: 
 

• Church of the Transfiguration, Toronto: 
• Special:  

o Visit of Rev. Fr. Christian Bouchacourt, 2nd Assistant of the SSPX 
Superior General, Sunday February 10.  

o Youth meeting, Sunday February 24.  See Kyle Furber or Fr. Boulet 
o Home Schoolers Day, Thursday February 21 
o Altar Boys practice, 3rd Sat. of the Month, Saturday February 16 
o Franciscan 1/3 Order meeting, Sunday February 17 
o Vespers and Benediction, on Sunday February 17, at 4:00pm 
o Patrician Meeting, on Saturday February 23, at 9:00am 

 

• Regular:  
o Confessions on Sunday 30 minutes before each Mass.  Friday 

6:30pm, 1st Saturdays 8:30am and on request 
o Rosary before the Bl. Sacrament Wednesday 7:00pm 
o Legion of Mary meetings: Tuesday 7:00pm 
o 2nd collection for St. Joseph Bursary, 2nd Sunday of the Month 
o 2nd collection for Building Fund, 4th Sunday of the Month 

 

• Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions 
o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face 
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• Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o Catechism after Mass, Sunday February 17 
o Home Schoolers Day, Monday February 18 

 

• St. Peter’s Church, New Hamburg: 
o For details, see the monthly bulletin from St. Peter’s 

 

Eucharistic Crusaders Intention for February: 
For Catholic persecuted worldwide. 

 

Our departed souls for February: 
 

Fr. Bruno Isenmann, Eileen Anderson, Julka Strazar, Joseph Gerspacher, Roger 
Boulet, Johannes Lim, Veronique St. Amour, Sandra Baird, Mary Teresa 
Cichowski, Inocenio Velazquez, Victorino Suriaga Sr., Lucaro Montenegro, Joe 
Dobko, Sheryl Owusu, Keith Van Nest, Larry Gagné and Michael Kondrat, Robert 
Delong, Corinna McKnight, Loretta Moore, Ashton Moore, Mr. Guy André Louis 
Fellay, Rose Demchuk and Angel Romvaldez.  
 
Pray also for the repose of the souls of those who died recently: Emmanuel Kallos, 
Sharon Kondrat, William Bloxom, John Winter. 

Requiescant in pace.  
 

******************************************************************************************** 

 

Retreats for 2019: St. Césaire, QC Register with St. Césaire 

Women Feb. 4 – 9; Men Feb. 18 – 23 

 

New Hamburg, ON Register with New Hamburg 

Women July 23 – Aug 2; Men Aug. 4 – 9 

 

******************************************************************************************** 

1. The Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei suppressed 
by Pope Francis 

 
On January 17, 2019, Pope Francis suppressed the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia 
Dei, which had been created in 1988 by his predecessor Pope John Paul II. 



 

 

The Apostolic Letter in the form of the Pope’s motu proprio was published at noon on 
January 19 by the Holy See Press Office and inserted in L’Osservatore Romano. From 
now on, the Commission’s responsibilities will be placed entirely in the hands of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which will designate a special section to take 
over its activities. This transfer, explains the Sovereign Pontiff, comes in response to a 
need expressed during a meeting of this dicastery on November 15, 2017, approved by 
him on November 24, and validated in a plenary session in January 2018. 

The pope recalls how, over thirty years ago, the day after the episcopal consecrations in 
1988, John Paul II wished to facilitate the “full ecclesial communion of priests, 
seminarians, religious communities or individuals until now linked in various ways to 
the Fraternity founded by Archbishop Lefebvre”. The goal was to help them “remain 
united to the Successor of Peter in the Catholic Church while preserving their own 
spiritual and liturgical traditions”. This preservation of the spiritual and liturgical 
traditions was ensured in 2007 by Pope Benedict XVI’s motu proprio Summorum 
Pontificum. 

This historical reminder of Pope Francis has the merit of showing how this Pontifical 
Commission was originally founded on the condemnation of Archbishop Lefebvre and 
his work. In its thirty years of existence, it mostly limited itself to liturgical questions, 
with the intention of responding to the “sensitivity” of conservative priests and faithful, 
and of countering the Society of St. Pius X’s growth throughout the world… 

But after the supposed excommunications of the bishops of Tradition were lifted in 
2009, Benedict XVI believed that the ongoing doctrinal issues were a good reason to 
attach the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei to the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith. The goal was to begin doctrinal discussions with the Society of St. Pius X. 

The Primacy of the Doctrine of the Faith 

Today, Pope Francis writes that the religious communities that belong to the Pontifical 
Commission have acquired stability both in their numbers and their activities; they 
ensure the celebration of the Mass in its “extraordinary form”. But, he points out, “the 
questions dealt with by the same Pontifical Commission were of a primarily doctrinal 
nature.” These objections and questions are clearly irrelevant to these communities. It 
is indeed with the Society of St. Pius X that they continue to be an issue. 

This is what the cardinals pointed out on November 15, 2017, when they “formulated 
the request that dialogue between the Holy See and the Priestly Fraternity of St. Pius X 
be conducted directly by the aforementioned Congregation [for the Doctrine of the Faith], 
as the questions being dealt with are of a doctrinal nature.” 



 

 

One conclusion is evident: as the so-called Ecclesia Dei communities have preserved 
“their spiritual and liturgical traditions”, they clearly do not count in this discussion. If 
they remain attached to a section of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, it is 
incidental. They can have the Mass, the “spiritual and liturgical traditions”, but not the 
whole doctrine that goes along with them. 

That has always been the Society of St. Pius X’s great reproach against Dom Gérard 
[founder of the Benedictine monastery at Le Barroux who worked with Archbishop 
Lefebvre until 1988] and all those who thought they should break the unity of Tradition 
in order to negotiate a purely practical agreement. The crisis of the Church cannot be 
reduced to a spiritual or liturgical question alone. It is deeper, for it touches the very 
heart of the Faith and the doctrine of Revelation, Christ the King’s right to reign here 
below over men and over societies. 
 

Source: FSSPX.News – 1/19/2019 

 
2. “Saved by “Conscience”? The Gospel According to 

Bishop Barron 
 

Here is a summary of a review given by Matt Gaspers, from Catholic Family News, about a TV 

interview between Bishop Barron and Ben Shapiro, an Orthodox Jew. 

Ben Shapiro started by an apparent list of reasons why he, an observant Jew and all-

around decent guy, should be admitted to heaven. 

“I feel like I lead a pretty good life, a very religiously based life in which I try to keep not 

just the Ten Commandments, but a solid 603 other commandments as well. And I spend 

an awful lot of my time promulgating what I would consider to be Judeo-Christian virtues, 

particularly in Western societies. So, what’s the Catholic view of me? Am I basically 

screwed here?”  

Note that Shapiro asked for “the Catholic view” of salvation. What he got from Bishop 

Barron, however, was something radically different: 

“No. The Catholic view—go back to the Second Vatican Council [which] says it 

very clearly. I mean, Christ is the privileged route to salvation. ‘God so loved the world 

that He gave His only Son so that we may find eternal life’ [paraphrase of John 3:16], so 

that’s the privileged route. However, Vatican II clearly teaches that someone outside the 

explicit Christian faith can be saved. Now, they’re saved through the grace of Christ 

indirectly received, so I mean the grace is coming from Christ, but it might be received 

according to your conscience. So, if you’re following your conscience sincerely, or in your 



 

 

case, you’re following the commandments of the law [of Moses] sincerely, yeah, you can 

be saved.” 

“Now, that doesn’t conduce to a complete relativism. We still would say that the privileged 

route, and the route that God has offered to humanity, is the route of His Son, but no, you 

can be saved. Even Vatican II says [that] an atheist of good will can be saved. Because in 

following his conscience, if he does—John Henry Newman said the conscience is ‘the 

aboriginal Vicar of Christ’ [Letter to the Duke of York, sect. 5] in the soul. That’s a very 

interesting characterization; that it is, in fact, the voice of Christ. If He’s the Logos made 

flesh [cf. John 1:14], right, He’s the divine Mind or Reason made flesh, then when I follow 

my conscience, I’m following Him, whether I know it explicitly or not. So even the atheist, 

Vatican II teaches, of good will can be saved.” 

• What Would Saint Paul Say? 

In the brief span of about a minute and 15 seconds, Bishop Barron managed to mangle 

the simple truth of salvation nearly beyond recognition. He said not a word about 

Original Sin, its consequences for human nature (including spiritual death and 

separation from God), our resultant need for a Savior, or the necessity of faith and 

Baptism in order to be saved (cf. Mark 16:16). Instead of exhorting his Jewish hearer 

with the words of St. Peter – “Do penance, and be baptized…in the Name of Jesus Christ, 

for the remission of your sins” (Acts 2:38) – Bishop Barron confirmed Shapiro in his 

error and gave him a false hope of being saved by “following his conscience” and keeping 

the law of Moses.  

What would St. Paul, the former Pharisee of Pharisees, have said in this situation? Let’s 

see: 

• “For we account a man to be justified by faith, without the works of the law.” 

(Rom. 3:28) 

• “But knowing that man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the 

faith of Jesus Christ, we also believe in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified 

by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: because by the works of 

the law no flesh shall be justified.” (Gal. 2:16) 

• “I cast not away the grace of God. For if justice be by the law, then Christ died 

in vain.” (Gal. 2:21) 

• “For by grace you are saved through faith: and that not of yourselves, for it is 

the gift of God. Not of works, that no man may glory.” (Eph. 2:8-9) 

• “But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings 

about the law. For they are unprofitable and vain.” (Tit. 3:9) 



 

 

And as for Our Lord being “the privileged route to salvation,” this contradicts the very 

words of Christ Himself, Who said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No man 

cometh to the Father, but by Me” (John 14:6). He is not the “privileged” way; He is the 

only way! “Neither is there salvation in any other. For there is no other Name under 

heaven given to men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

 

(…) After watching the teaser clip on Twitter (the primary focus of our investigation up 

to this point), I decided it would only be fair to watch the entire interview and see if 

Bishop Barron perhaps redeemed his erroneous statements on salvation. Sadly, he did 

not. In fact, throughout the remainder of the interview he compounded the problem by 

spouting further errors on various subjects, for example: 

• When asked if he thinks the Church has ever failed in her role as “the general 

help to salvation” (D.S. 3870), Barron referred to the Latin dictum Ecclesia 

semper reformanda est (“the Church is always in need of reform”) and said that 

“when Luther picked that up as a great reformer, that’s a Catholic principle”. 

•  When Shapiro asked, “How does Catholicism make room for other religions…?” 

followed by, “Is the rise of Protestantism seen by Catholicism as a bad thing…?” 

Barron responded: “To the degree that modernity, as we know it politically, 

emerged out of Protestantism—which I think it did in many ways, many 

important ways—the Church has found an awful lot of good within modernity 

and doesn’t advocate now, certainly, this sort of ‘altar-throne’ relationship sort 

of thing. We don’t advocate, you know, taking over the government and the 

Church running political affairs. There’s a legitimate independence, a legitimate 

integrity to the political reality, so the Church wouldn’t want that by any means. 

To that degree, I think it embraces very much the modern sense of pluralism and 

a certain separation between the Church’s preoccupation and that of politics…” 

(31:08-32:10). 

• The Last Straw – Old Covenant “Has Permanent Validity” 

And finally, during the last 10 minutes or so of the interview, the discussion came full 

circle. Shapiro asked, “What do you think are the significant philosophical 

differences…between Judaism and Catholicism?” Instead of answering directly, Barron 

focused his reply on his conviction that “it’s the ‘re-Judaizing’ of Catholicism that is 

evangelically so important. Precisely when you divorce Catholicism from Judaism, you 

get these distortions of Jesus so common today: Jesus as ‘teacher of timeless spiritual 

truth,’ Jesus as guru, Jesus as Gnostic, you know, ‘master.’” 



 

 

Barron went on to emphasize that “Jesus is, as Paul said, the ‘Yes’ to all the promises 

made to Israel,” paraphrasing 2 Corinthians 1:20. Indeed He is, but instead of using 

this truth as a springboard for calling Shapiro to conversion, Barron said: 

“I want to ‘re-Judaize’ Catholicism. Because, you see, the thing is, in many parts of the 

Protestant movement, there’s a desire to ‘de-Judaize’ the operation, right, that we’ve 

overcome that and we kind of left that behind. Catholicism lifts it up. It doesn’t want to 

leave it [Judaism] behind. That’s why the permanence of the covenant made to Israel is 

so important to us. This covenant’s not been violated. God can’t say no to the great 

covenant He made. It has permanent validity.”  

Shapiro wasted no time capitalizing on a golden opportunity. He immediately brought 

up what he calls “replacement theology” – “the idea that the Jews had sort of been left 

behind and that the New Covenant had been made” – and asked Barron, “What does 

the Catholic Church think of the idea that the Jews have sort of been superseded 

in history?” Barron replied, “Yeah, no, we’re against supersecessionism.” 

I was not surprised to hear him utter those words – again, based on Vatican II.  

Conclusion – Barron Failed to Evangelize 

While much more could be said about this embarrassing episode, the bottom line is this: 

Bishop Robert Barron, a successor of the Apostles who is internationally known for his 

evangelization efforts, failed to evangelize Ben Shapiro. He had a prime opportunity to 

reach a notable “lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 10:6), but instead he spent 

much of the discussion focusing on the “deep congruence” of Judaism and Christianity. 

Source: www.catholicfamilynews.org  Abridged from an article from Matt Gaspers 

3. Book of the Month 

 
Christian Doctrine: The Timeless Catechism of St. Robert 
Bellarmine – Mediatrix Press 
This Catechism was composed by St. Robert Bellarmine in 1598 
and received Papal approbation from several Popes, most notably 
Pope Clement VIII and one of the greatest theologians to ever sit 
on the throne of St. Peter, Pope Benedict XIV. It was translated 
into Latin for use throughout the Church and has run through a 
number of editions throughout the centuries. Being written as a 
dialogue, it goes beyond the rote memorization of other catechisms 
(including that of Baltimore) by giving a deep explanation of the 
teachings of the faith with comparisons and parables. 
What is wholesome about this Catechism is not only the 

soundness of its doctrine, but the warmth that a great theologian that was accustomed 

http://www.catholicfamilynews.org/


 

 

to dealing with complicated matters of theology descends to lovingly explain the basic 
truths of faith in a manner that average laity can easily understand. It is not for nothing 
that St. Robert was made the Patron of all Catechists! 
 www.mediatrixpress.com  Also available on Kindle. 

 

 

Mass Times for February 2019 

 

 Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

Feb 
1 

1. St. Ignatius of Antioch 
& 1st Fri. of the 
Month 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

HH 5pm 
Mass 6pm 

6:30pm 
Mass + HH 

6:30am Orillia 
6:00pm 

2 2. Purification of Our 
Lady & 1st Sat. of the 
Month 

9am HH 
10:00am 

Mass 10am at 
the Fatima 
Centre 

Mass 
10:00am 
Dev. after 

 Orillia 
9:00am 

3 3. 4th Sunday after 
Epiphany 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm 
Vesp & 
Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

4 4. St. Andre Corsini 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

5 5. St. Agatha 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

6 6. St. Titus 7:15am 
Ros. 
7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

7 7. St. Romuald 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

8 8. St. John of Matha 7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

9 9. St. Cyril of Alexandria 7:15am 
8:00am 

 8:00am 8:00am  

10 10. 5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm 
Vesp & 
Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

11 11. Our Lady of Lourdes 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

12 12. The 7 Founders of the 
Servites 

7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

13 13. Ferial 7:15am 
Ros. 
7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

http://www.mediatrixpress.com/


 

 

 

 14. Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

14 15. Ferial  
16. (St. Valentine) 

7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

15 17. Ferial (Sts. Faustinus 
& Jovita) 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

16 18. Our Lady on 
Saturdays 

7:15am 
8:00am 

9:00am 8:00am   

17 19. Septuagesima Sunday 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

 Orillia 
10:00am 

18 20. Ferial 7:15am  8:00am  Orillia 
11:00am 

19 Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am   

20 21. Ferial 7:15am 
Ros. 
7:00pm 

 8:00am   

21 22. Ferial 7:15am 
11:00am 

 8:00am 11:10am  

22 23. The Chair of St. Peter 7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm   

23 24. St. Peter Damian 7:15am 
8:00am 

9:00am 8:00am 8:00am  

24 25. Sexagesima Sunday 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

 Orillia 
10:00am 

Sudbury 
10:00am 

25 26. Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am Sudbury 
TBA 

26 27. Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

27 28. St. Gabriel of OL of 
Sorrows 

7:15am 
Ros. 
7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

28 29. Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:00am  

Mar
1 

30. Ferial & 1st Fri. of the 
Month 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

HH 5pm 
Mass 6pm 

6:30pm 
Mass + HH 

6:30am  

2 31. OL on Saturdays  
32. & 1st Sat. of the 

Month 

9am HH 
10:00am 

Mass 9:00am 
Dev. after 

Mass 
8:00am 
Dev. after 

 Orillia 
6:00pm 


