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Persecution strengthens the Church 

 
Dear faithful, 
 

The life of the great Apostle St. Paul has always been a great source of inspiration for 
Catholics all over the world, and this is particularly the case in our times.  What is 
remarkable in the writings of St. Paul, it is the fact that he doesn’t beat around the 
bush, but always goes straight to the essential to be a Christian not only by name, but 
with the full extent of the meaning of that name, that is to say, a true disciple of Christ. 

St. Paul travelled extensively and established Christian communities mostly in Greece 
and modern-day Turkey.  He also trained young men, who were going to carry on after 
him with the task of the apostolate among the Gentiles.  St. Timothy was one of them; 
a beloved disciple that St. Paul entrusted to special missions among Christian 
communities.  The Catholic Bible keeps two letters sent by St. Paul to Timothy. 

At the time of the Second Epistle to Timothy, St. Paul was in prison in Rome, waiting for 
the final sacrifice of his life by which he was going to be a perfect imitator of his master 
Jesus-Christ.  In that letter, Paul wanted to give to his young disciple his final 
recommendations for the apostolate.   

Even though this letter was written in 67AD, we are struck to see the similitude of our 
times with what St. Paul witnessed.  This is particularly true when he speaks about 
persecutions, and what he suffered for Christ’ sake:   

“Persecutions, afflictions: such as came upon me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra: 
what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord delivered me. And all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.”1 

The word persecution seems to be of a foreign language to the man of the 21st century, 
when the comfort of modern life is making all human actions “safe and secure”, at least 
for the body.  At the same time, it is scary to see how the good of the soul is threatened 
from so many directions. 

As a matter of fact, more than ever Christians are being persecuted for the faith.  
According to a report recently released by Aid to the Church in Need (ACN): “in terms 
of the numbers of people involved, the gravity of the crimes committed and their impact, it 
is clear that the persecution of Christians is today worse than at any time in history.  Not 
only are Christians more persecuted than any other faith group, but ever-increasing 
numbers are experiencing the very worst forms of persecution.” 

                                                           
1 2 Tim. III, 11-12 



 

 

Reading this report in our comfortable homes, we may think that the persecution of 
Christians is something foreign to us, but rather limited to some remote Islamic or 
Communist countries, while we are safe here in our Western countries.  This pious wish 
may not be true for long in Canada and let me illustrate with a recent example. 

During the Month of January, it was reported in the news that the Federal Government 
of Canada made changes to their youth summer jobs program, which provides grant 
money to various employers to hire students.  When they complete the online application 
form, applicants must agree with the “reproductive rights, along with other human 
rights", which means “abortion and gender rights.” Now, unless the electronic form is 
checked, the applicant organization will not receive funding. Basically, the government 
is asking non-profit organizations begging for Caesar’s manna to offer a pinch of incense 
to the modern-day pagan gods, symbolized by the “human rights.” 

This is really a modern-day version of persecution from the state, and we will never 
compromise our faith for the sake of grants to be received from the government.   

In his book Why Bad Things Happen to Good Catholics2, Fr. Morice explains that, 
“while the Church has no weapons with which to resist violence, it seems that God should 
have set her under the safeguard of civil power. ‘If the action of the Church were favored 
by the governments of the world, if she had at her service the great forces of finance, 
press, and politics, how rapidly she would spread. All infidels would be converted in a 
short time. She would create concord and harmony between all nations, and human 
society would be a universal brotherhood.’ 

But this is a childish illusion, a utopian dream. How many Caesars have wished their 
services repaid by making the Church a tool for their ambition! How many Christians, 
seeing the Church so prosperous, have failed to fight for her! 

On the other hand, in the days of trial, the true servants of Christ work and wrestle for 
the defense of their Faith. They want to serve Him for those who forsake Him. 

The history of His Church is a via dolorosa, a veritable Way of the Cross. She is always 
in agony; at times she seems to be dying; her exulting enemies say among themselves 
that her end is in view. But their thought of triumph comes too soon; what they take for 
the death knell is nothing else but the gladsome chiming that brings the tidings of a 
resurrection. 

We now see why God’s Providence chooses means that seem contrary to the end in 
view. It is because, in fact, such means are best. The way to Heaven lies along the brink 
of a precipice. Every moment we may fall; we are safe only if we are upheld by God’s 
hand. To distrust ourselves and to trust in God’s grace must be our disposition. And if so, 
since so, how good is God to keep us close to danger.” 

Father Dominique Boulet 

                                                           
2 Why bad things happen to good Catholics, Fr. Morice, Sophia Institute Press 



 

 

Websites:   
1. website for the SSPX in Southern Ontario:www.ontario.sspx.ca 

Note: this is the correct URL.  Sorry if we gave you a wrong information before 
2. the official information website of the SSPX: http://fsspx.news/en 

 

Note about the SSPX Mass in Ottawa: Be advised of the new location of Holy 
Ghost Mission, hall of a former Anglican church, 317 Chapel Street, Ottawa, ON, 
K1N 7Z2.  Sunday Mass 10:00am. 
 

St. Michael’s Priory - Tel: 416-251-0499 

o Fr. Dominique Boulet d.boulet@fsspx.email  Cell: 204-963-4524 

o Fr. Freddy Mery 

o Fr. Raymond Lillis r.lillis@fsspx.email 

o Parish Secretary stmichaelspriory@rogers.com 

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy - Tel: 519-634-4932 

o Fr. David Sherry d.sherry@fsspx.email 

o Fr. Marc Potvin m.potvin@fsspx.email 

o Parish & Academy Secretary stpeters@sspx.ca 

 

Activities: 
 

• Church of the Transfiguration, Toronto: 
• Special:  

o Youth meeting, Sunday February 11.  See Kyle Furber or Fr. Boulet 
o Home Schoolers Day, Thursday February 15. 
o Altar Boys practice, 3rd Sat. of the Month, Saturday February 17. 
o Franciscan 1/3 Order meeting, Sunday February 18. 
o Patrician Meeting, on Saturday February 24, at 9:00am 

We are glad to introduce the Patrician meetings to the parish. These meetings are 
sponsored by our praesidium of the Legion of Mary under the form of a discussion on a 
chosen topic. We intend to keep these meetings once a month. 
 

• Regular:  
o Confessions on Sunday 30 minutes before each Mass.  Friday 

6:30pm, 1st Saturdays 8:30am and on request 
o Rosary before the Bl. Sacrament Wednesday 7:00pm 
o Legion of Mary meetings: Tuesday 7:00pm 
o 2nd collection for St. Joseph Bursary, 2nd Sunday of the Month 
o 2nd collection for Building Fund, 4th Sunday of the Month 

 

• Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 

http://www.ontario.sspx.ca/
http://fsspx.news/en
mailto:d.boulet@fsspx.email
mailto:r.lillis@fsspx.email
mailto:stmichaelspriory@rogers.com
mailto:d.sherry@fsspx.email
mailto:m.potvin@fsspx.email
mailto:stpeters@sspx.ca


 

 

o Feast of the Holy Face of Jesus: The Feast of the Holy Face of 
Jesus is always on Shrove Tuesday, the Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday. Pope Pius XII confirmed this feast on April 17, 1958. 
This year the Feast of the Holy Face of Jesus is on Tuesday, 
February 13, 2018.  Although the novena to the Holy Face of Jesus 
may be prayed at any time throughout the year, it is traditionally 
begun nine days before the feast day. This year one should begin 
praying the novena on Sunday, February 4, 2018 to end on 
Monday, February 12, 2018 the day before the feast day.  

o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face 
o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions 

 

• Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o Home Schoolers Day, Monday February 26. 
o Ski day in Barrie, Tuesday March 20. 

 

• St. Peter’s Church, New Hamburg: 
o For details, see the monthly bulletin from St. Peter’s 

 

Eucharistic Crusaders Intention for February: 
For the submission of countries to Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Our departed souls for February: 
Please pray for the repose of the souls those whose anniversary appears in the 
month of February:   Fr. Bruno Isenmann, Eileen Anderson, Julka Strazar, Joseph 
Gerspacher, Roger Boulet, Johannes Lim, Veronique St. Amour, Sandra Baird, Mary 
Teresa Cichowski, Inocenio Velazquez, Victorino Suriaga Sr., Lucaro Montenegro, 
Joe Dobko, Sheryl Owusu, Keith Van Nest, Larry Gagné, Michael Kondrat, Robert 
Delong, Corinna McKnight, Loretta Moore, Ashton Moore, Mr. Guy Fellay, Rose 
Demchuk, Angel Romvaldez.     Requiescant in pace.                                    
 

******************************************************************************************** 

1. The SSPX Celebrates 637 Priests and Looks Towards 
its General Chapter in 2018 

 
The Society of St. Pius X is a priestly society whose statutes were approved by 
a decree from the bishop of Fribourg, Bishop François Charrière, on November 

1, 1970. 



 

 

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre founded it and organized its hierarchy with the approval 
of diocesan authority, at a time when the Catholic priesthood was collapsing. 

Its constitutions, placed under the patronage of St. Pius X, were hailed with an 
official letter of praise from the prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Clergy, 
Cardinal John Joseph Wright, on February 18, 1971. 

In his preface for the second edition of the Society’s statutes on March 20, 1990, 
Archbishop Lefebvre spoke of the action of Providence that, “in His infinite Wisdom 
has raised up a work for the restoration of the Catholic priesthood in order to 
preserve the Treasures which Jesus Christ entrusted to His Church. Namely, the 
Faith in its integrity, Divine Grace through His Sacrifice and His Sacraments, and 

pastors destined for the dispensation of these Treasures of Divine Life.”  
 

The Status of the SSPX in 2018 

Today, the SSPX has 637 priests, with 123 professed brothers and 79 oblate sisters 
working by their side. In its seminaries and novitiates throughout the world, about 
250 young men are currently being formed in the service of the altar. 

The year 2018 will be marked by an important event in the life of this priestly society. 
Indeed, the General Chapter comes together every 12 years to elect the Superior 
General and his two Assistants, but above all to ensure that the statutes are 
faithfully followed, always in the spirit in which the Society was founded. 

A man of the Church who had acquired an important amount of experience in 
missionary lands, Archbishop Lefebvre warned against all innovations, except those 
having to do with the administration of the society that are made necessary by the 
development of the apostolate and the Society’s multiple works. 

 

General Chapter Dates Announced 

Thus, from July 11 to 21, 2018, the fourth General Chapter of the Society will take 
place in Switzerland, at the St. Pius X Seminary in Econe. The members of the 
General Council, the superiors of all seminaries and districts, and the priestly 
members with the most seniority will gather to designate the Society’s authorities 
and examine the different aspects of the life of the Society: community and liturgical 
life, apostolate and administration, sanctification of the members, and the fight of 
the Faith. 



 

 

On this occasion, the Superior General, Bishop Bernard Fellay, has prescribed 
prayers that are to be recited daily in all the houses of the SSPX beginning on 
January 11, six months before the beginning of the Chapter: the recitation of the 
Veni Sancte Spiritus to ask the Holy Ghost for enlightenment, and the invocation of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and St. Pius X to obtain their protection and 
intercession. The faithful and all men of good will are cordially invited to join in these 
prayers. 

 Come Holy Ghost 
 
Fill the hearts of Thy faithful, and kindle in them the fire of Thy love.  
V. Send forth Thy Spirit, and they shall be created;  

R. And Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 

Let Us Pray: O God, Who didst instruct the hearts of the faithful by the light of the 
Holy Ghost, grant that by the same Spirit we may be always truly wise, and ever 
rejoice in His consolation. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us who have recourse to thee. 

St. Pius X, pray for us. 

2. The book of the Month 
 

2.1. Review from the publisher Angelus Press 
 
"The whole world groaned and was amazed to find itself 
Arian." So cried Saint Jerome. Athanasius was in exile 
(again), a compromised Pope occupied the Chair of Peter, 
hardly a bishop had the courage to confront Constantius. 
Twelve different creeds were competing for the allegiance 
of Christians; the Nicean Creed was forbidden. 
 
The true Faith was being upheld by laymen, inspired by 
Athanasius, who held fast to what their bishops had 
taught them even though those same bishops had 
abandoned it by now. 
 
Are there modern-day parallels in the Church and Her 
Churchmen? 
 
Michael Davies' book provides a fascinating insight into 

one of the most troubled periods in the history of the Church and the life of one of Her 



 

 

greatest saints. Documents the facts on the "Fall of Pope Liberius," who confirmed the 
excommunication of Saint Athanasius, and signed an ambiguous formula of doubtful 
orthodoxy. 
 
Mr. Davies reminds us that the Faith is not served by explaining away historical facts, 
but in understanding them in the light of Catholic teaching. The fact that the Church 
survives every crisis with the integrity of Her doctrinal teaching intact is a dramatic 
testimony to Her divine origin and the necessity of Athanasian perseverance. 
 
96 pp. Softcover. 

 
2.2. St. Athanasius and the Current Crisis of Faith 

 

   
St. Athanasius: Defender of the Nicene Faith 
 
Athanasius was born around the year 296 and died in 373. He became Bishop of 
Alexandria within five months of the Council of Nicea, at the age of about thirty. 
Hardly had the Council Fathers dispersed when intrigues to restore the fortunes of Arius 
began. Emperor Constantine was induced to write to Athanasius ordering him to admit 
Arius to communion in his own see of Alexandria.  
 
As he constantly refused to do so, Athanasius was eventually banished to Gaul, and 
Arius returned to Alexandria but fled in the face of the wrath of the populace. He 
eventually arrived in Constantinople where he was struck dead in so dramatic a manner 
that no one doubted that, as Athanasius remarked, “there was displayed somewhat 
more than human judgment.” 
 
The Emperor Constantine died in 337 and the Empire was shared among his three sons. 
The fortunes of Athanasius are more bewildering than ever during this period. The See 
of Peter was occupied by Pope St. Julius I from 337 to 352. Pope Julius consistently and 
courageously upheld the cause of Athanasius and the faith of Nicea. In 350 the entire 
Empire was united under Constantius following the murder of his brother Constans 
(another brother having vanished from the scene soon after the death of Constantine). 
Constantius was an Arian. 
  
The Fall of Pope Liberius 
 
The Emperor Constantius used a combination of threats and flattery to put pressure on 
Pope Liberius, who had been weakened by an exile, to obtain from him the 
condemnation of St. Athanasius and a confession or creed which had been framed by 
the Arians at Sirmium.  The fall of so great a prelate and so illustrious a confessor is a 
terrifying example of human weakness, which no one can call to mind without trembling 



 

 

for himself. St. Peter fell by a presumptuous confidence in his own strength and 
resolution, that we may learn that everyone stands only by humility. 
 
Liberius did not have the strength of character of his predecessor Julius I, or of his 
successor Damasus I. The troubles that erupted upon the latter's election indicate that 
the Roman Church had been weakened from within as well as from without during the 
pontificate of Liberius. His name was not inscribed in the Roman Martyrology. 
  
The True Voice of Tradition 
 
What, then, are the lessons we can learn from the fall of Liberius, the triumph of 
Arianism, the witness of Athanasius, and the fortitude of the body of the faithful? 
Newman provides us with the answers, recognizing that what has happened once can 
happen again. In his July 1859 Rambler article, he wrote: 
 
“I see, then, in the Arian history, a palmary example of a state of the Church, during 
which, in order to know the tradition of the Apostles, we must have recourse to the 
faithful; for I fairly own, that if I go to writers, since I must adjust the letter of Justin, 
Clement, and Hippolytus with the Nicene Doctors, I get confused: and what revives me 
and reinstates me, as far as history goes, is the faith of the people. For I argue that, 
unless they had been catechized, as St. Hilary says, in the orthodox faith from the time 
of their baptism, they never could have had that horror, which they show, of the 
heterodox Arian doctrine. Their voice, then, is the voice of tradition...” 
 
It is also historically and doctrinally true, as Newman stressed in Appendix V to The 
Arians of the Fourth Century, “that a Pope, as a private doctor, and much more Bishops, 
when not teaching formally, may err, as we find they did err in the fourth century. Pope 
Liberius might sign a Eusebian formula at Sirmium, and the mass of Bishops at 
Ariminum or elsewhere, and yet they might in spite of this error, be infallible in their ex 
cathedra decisions.” 
 
Finally, what the history of this period proves is that, during a time of general apostasy, 
Christians who remain faithful to their traditional faith may have to worship outside the 
official churches, the churches of priests in communion with their lawfully appointed 
diocesan bishop, in order not to compromise that traditional faith; and that such 
Christians may have to look for truly Catholic teaching, leadership, and inspiration not 
to the bishops of their country as a body, not to the bishops of the world, not even to 
the Roman Pontiff, but to one heroic confessor whom the other bishops and the Roman 
Pontiff might have repudiated or even excommunicated. And how would they recognize 
that this solitary confessor was right and the Roman Pontiff and the body of the 
episcopate (not teaching infallibly) were wrong? The answer is that they would recognize 
in the teaching of this confessor what the faithful of the fourth century recognized in the 
teaching of Athanasius: the one true faith into which they had been baptized, in which 
they had been catechized, and which their confirmation gave them the obligation of 



 

 

upholding. In no sense whatsoever can such fidelity to tradition be compared with the 
Protestant practice of private judgment. The fourth-century Catholic traditionalists 
upheld Athanasius in his defense of the faith that had been handed down; the Protestant 
uses his private judgment to justify a breach with the traditional faith. 
The truth of doctrinal teaching must be judged by its conformity to Tradition and not by 
the number or authority of those propagating it. Falsehood cannot become truth, no 
matter how many accept it. Writing in 371, St. Basil lamented the fact that:  
 
“The heresy long ago disseminated by that enemy of truth, Arius, grew to a shameless 
height and like a bitter root it is bearing its pernicious fruit and already gaining the 
upper hand since the standard-bearers of the true doctrine have been driven form the 
churches by defamation and insult and the authority they were vested with has been 
handed over to such as captivate the hearts of the simple in mind.” 
 

But there will never be a time when the faithful who 
wholeheartedly wish to remain true to the Faith of their 
Fathers need have any doubt as to what the faith is. In 
the year 340 St. Athanasius wrote a letter to his brother 
bishops throughout the world, exhorting them to rise up 
and defend the faith against those he did not hesitate to 
stigmatize as "the evil-doers." What he wrote to them 
will apply until the end of time when God the Son comes 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead: 
 
“The Church has not just recently been given order and 
statutes. They were faithfully and soundly bestowed on 
it by the Fathers. Nor has the faith only just been 
established, but it has come to us from the Lord through 
His disciples. May what has been preserved in the 

Churches from the beginning to the present day not be abandoned in our time; may 
what has been entrusted into our keeping not be embezzled by us. Brethren, as 
custodians of God?s mysteries, let yourselves be roused into action on seeing all this 
despoiled by others.” 
 
Excerpts from an article originally published by The Remnant, and available from The 
Angelus Press. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Athanasius 



 

 

Mass Times for February 2018 

 

 

 

 Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

1 1. St. Ignatius of 
Antioch 

7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

2 2. Purification of Our 
Lady & 1st Fri. of 
the Month 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

HH 5pm 
Mass 6pm 

6:30pm 
Mass + HH 

10:30am Orillia 
6:00pm 

3 3. (St. Blaise) 
4. & 1st Saturday of 

the Month 

9am HH 
10:00am 

Mass 
9:00am 
Dev. after 

Mass 
8:00am 
Dev. after 

8:00am Orillia 
9:00am 

4 5. Sexagesima 
Sunday 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

5 6. St. Agatha 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

6 7. St. Titus 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

7 8. St. Romuald 7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

8 9. St. John of Matha 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

9 10. St. Cyril of 
Alexandria 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

10 11. St. Scholastica 7:15am 
8:00am 

 8:00am 8:00am  

11 12. Quinquagesima 
Sunday 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

12 13. Seven Founders 
of the Servites 

7:15am  8:00am 11:10am 
* 

 

13 14. Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

6:15pm 8:00am 11:10am  

14 15. Ash Wednesday 7:15am 
7:00pm 

6:00pm 6:30pm 10:25am Orillia 
6:00pm 

15 16. Ferial  
17. (Sts. Faustinus & 

Jovita) 

7:15am 
11:00am 

 8:00am 11:10am  



 

 

* February 12, All Day of Adoration in New Hamburg (OLMC) 

 18. Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

16 19. Ferial 7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

17 20. Ferial 7:15am 
8:00am 

 8:00am   

18 21. 1st Sunday in Lent 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

 Orillia 
10:00am 

19 22. Ferial 7:15am  6:30pm   

20 Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am   

21 23. Ember 
Wednesday 

7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am   

22 24. Chair of St. Peter 7:15am  6:30pm   

23 25. Ferial (St. Peter 
Damian) 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

24 26. St. Matthias 7:15am 
8:00am 

9:00am 8:00am 8:00am Sudbury 
6:00pm 

25 27. 2nd Sunday in Lent 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 
8:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Sudbury 
10:00am 

Orillia 
10:00am 

26 28. Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am Orillia 
11:00am 

27 29. Ferial (St. Gabriel 
of OL of Sorrows) 

7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

28 30. Ferial 7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

Mar 1 31. Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

2 32. Ferial & 1st Fri. of 
the Month 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

HH 5pm 
Mass 6pm 

6:30pm 
Mass + HH 

6:30am Orillia 
6:00pm 

3 33. Ferial 
34. & 1st Saturday of 

the Month 

9am HH 
10:00am 

Mass 
9:00am 
Dev. after 

Mass 
8:00am 
Dev. after 

8:00am Orillia 
9:00am 


