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A light shining in the darkness 
 

Dear faithful, 
The beginning of the gospel according to St. John is certainly one of the most inspiring parts of Holy 
Scripture.  In a very poetic way, the evangelist describes the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God.  The Word of God is the true light, that enlightened every man that cometh into this world.  Men 
were living in the darkness of sin, being unable to see the true light of God.  That is why the world 
rejected Him, as he could not see the light. 

Over two thousand years ago, some men from the people of Israel were given the grace to see the light 
and to acknowledge the future coming of the Messiah. Let us learn from the Patriarchs and Prophets of 
the Old Testament how to recognize the signs of the coming of the one they were longing forth, the true 
liberator of Israel. 

In our times, what make us to suffer more, is the fact that a number of churchmen are in the 
darkness, unable to give clear guidance to the faithful, who remain in darkness and great confusion, 
which is deadly to souls.  A recent example can be found with the words of praise given to Pope 
Francis by a Protestant theologian – the same pope who is rebuked by a Catholic theologian for his 
misleading attitude that leads so many souls to confusion, in other words to darkness (see articles 
below). 

Far from despairing over this sad situation, let us search for someone very special that will be able to 
guide us and to illuminate our journey of Advent with a special light.  The Blessed Virgin Mary will be 
the bright star that will guide us in the midst of the night all the way to the crib of Her Son, the True 
light of the world.  We will celebrate Our Blessed Mother in a special manner of the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, December 8. 

Now, far from fading, the star of the Blessed Virgin is still shining forth in the midst of the darkness of 
our times. 

As we near the end of 2017, the centenary of her apparitions at Fatima, let us focus on that light.  She 
will keep us on the right track, and lead us to Her Son Jesus, whose birthday we will celebrate in the 
middle of the night and in the cold of the winter. 

With my best wishes for Christmas, 

Father Dominique Boulet  

Websites:   
1. Website for the SSPX in Southern Ontario:www.toronto.sspx.ca 
2. the official information website of the SSPX: http://fsspx.news/en 

 
Note about the SSPX Mass in Ottawa: Be advised of the new location of Holy Ghost Mission, hall of 
a former Anglican church, 317 Chapel Street, Ottawa, ON, K1N 7Z2.  Sunday Mass 10:00am. 
 

St. Michael’s Priory - Tel: 416-251-0499 
o Fr. Dominique Boulet d.boulet@fsspx.email  Cell: 204-963-4524 
o Fr. Freddy Mery 
o Fr. Raymond Lillis r.lillis@fsspx.email 
o Parish Secretary stmichaelspriory@rogers.com 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy - Tel: 519-634-4932 
o Fr. David Sherry d.sherry@fsspx.email 
o Fr. Marc Potvin m.potvin@fsspx.email 
o Parish & Academy Secretary stpeters@sspx.ca 

 

 



 

 

Activities: 
 

• Church of the Transfiguration, Toronto: 
• Special:  

o Franciscan 1/3 Order meeting, Sunday December 17 

o Christmas Bazaar. Saturday, December 9,2017. Time:  9:00 am to 2:00 
pm. Baked Goods, Christmas Crafts and Gifts, Hot Lunches, GREAT 

DOOR Prizes, and MUCH more…  
 

• Regular:  
o Confessions on Sunday 30 minutes before each Mass.  Friday 6:30pm, 1st Saturdays 

8:30am and on request 
o Rosary before the Bl. Sacrament Wednesday 7:00pm 
o Legion of Mary meetings: Tuesday 7:00pm 
o 2nd collection for St. Joseph Bursary, 2nd Sunday of the Month 
o 2nd collection for Building Fund, 4th Sunday of the Month 
o Altar Boys practice, 3rd Sat. of the Month, Saturday December 16 

 

• Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions to resume in October 
o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face 

 

• Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o Home Schoolers Day, Monday December 4 

 

• St. Peter’s Church, New Hamburg: 
o For details, see the monthly bulletin from St. Peter’s 

 

Eucharistic Crusaders Intention for December: 
For Peace from Fighting and Peace of Soul 
 

Our departed souls for December: 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls those whose anniversary appears in December. ++ Fr. Stephen 
Somerville, Fr. Thomas Bernhard, John Connelly, Doreen Ondriska, Richard Freundorfer, Mary 
Anderson, Tanya Krasna, Marguerite Ryan, Eileen Chalmers, Margaret Rehak, Virginio Mare, Jose 
Mandap (Sr), Gerrard Finnigan, Violetta Hernandez, Enrique I. De Jesus, Alice Ann Curtis & Sophie 
Michalski. 
 
Also, please pray for the soul of Deanna LLoyd, who died on Thursday, November 15, 2017 
    Requiescant in pace.     

 
 

  1. A Catholic Theologian’s View of the Pope 
  
Capuchin Father Thomas G. Weinandy published, on October 31, 2017, a letter he wrote to Pope Francis on July 
31, in which he reproached the Pope for being one of the causes of the confusion present within the Church. This 
71-year-old monk has taught in numerous American universities, at Oxford for 12 years, and at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University. 

 

Contacted on November 1 by the Secretariat of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, for whom he was a doctrinal consultant, his resignation was made public the same 
day. Here are the sections of his letter that must have brought about his resignation. 



 

 

 
With regard to Chapter 8 of Amoris Laetitia, “I need not share my own concerns about its 
content. Others, not only theologians, but also cardinals and bishops, have already done that. 
The main source of concern is the manner of your teaching. In Amoris Laetitia, your guidance 
at times seems intentionally ambiguous, thus inviting both a traditional interpretation of 
Catholic teaching on marriage and divorce as well as one that might imply a change in that 
teaching. As you wisely note, pastors should accompany and encourage persons in irregular 
marriages; but ambiguity persists about what that “accompaniment” actually means. To teach 
with such a seemingly intentional lack of clarity inevitably risks sinning against the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of truth. The Holy Spirit is given to the Church, and particularly to yourself, 
to dispel error, not to foster it.  
 
“Moreover, only where there is truth can there be authentic love, for truth is the light that sets 
women and men free from the blindness of sin, a darkness that kills the life of the soul. Yet 
you seem to censor and even mock those who interpret Chapter 8 of Amoris Laetitia in accord 
with Church tradition as Pharisaic stone-throwers who embody a merciless rigorism. This 
kind of calumny is alien to the nature of the Petrine ministry. Some of your advisors 
regrettably seem to engage in similar actions. Such behavior gives the impression that your 
views cannot survive theological scrutiny, and so must be sustained by ad 
hominem arguments.” 
 
Furthermore, “too often your manner seems to demean the importance of Church doctrine. 
Again and again you portray doctrine as dead and bookish, and far from the pastoral 
concerns of everyday life. Your critics have been accused, in your own words, of making 
doctrine an ideology. But it is precisely Christian doctrine – including the fine distinctions 
made with regard to central beliefs like the Trinitarian nature of God; the nature and purpose 
of the Church; the Incarnation; the Redemption; and the sacraments – that frees people from 
worldly ideologies and assures that they are actually preaching and teaching the authentic, 
life-giving Gospel. Those who devalue the doctrines of the Church separate themselves from 
Jesus, the author of truth. What they then possess, and can only possess, is an ideology – one 
that conforms to the world of sin and death.” 
 
At the end of his letter, Fr. Weinandy notes the silence of bishops and explains it in these 
words: “Holy Father, this brings me to my final concern. You have often spoken about the 
need for transparency within the Church. You have frequently encouraged, particularly during 
the two past synods, all persons, especially bishops, to speak their mind and not be fearful of 
what the pope may think. But have you noticed that the majority of bishops throughout the 
world are remarkably silent? Why is this? Bishops are quick learners, and what many have 
learned from your pontificate is not that you are open to criticism, but that you resent it. 
Many bishops are silent because they desire to be loyal to you, and so they do not express – at 
least publicly; privately is another matter – the concerns that your pontificate raises. Many 
fear that if they speak their mind, they will be marginalized or worse.” 
 
The resignation of this theologian as doctrinal consultant to the American bishops’ conference 
gives the definite impression that his view on the fearful attitude of bishops is correct. 
Source: Settimo Cielo/National Catholic Register/FSSPX.News - 11/14/17 
 
 

2. A Protestant Theologian’s View of the Pope 
 
In German weekly Die Zeit, German journalist Julius Müller-Meiningen published on October 27, 2017, an interview 
with Thomas Schirrmacher, president of the Theological Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance, one of many 
strains of Protestantism in existence, which can claim two million faithful in Germany alone.  Here are the most 



 

 

significant answers of this evangelical theologian, an intimate friend of Pope Francis—so much so that they use the 
informal second person (no longer used in English) in conversation, he tells us at the beginning of the interview. 
 

Die Zeit: Is Francis a gift for Protestantism?  
I certainly think so. This is a unique opportunity. In ecumenical dialogue, it is no longer 
necessary to work from the bottom of the hierarchy up to the top, as if in the presence of a 
royal court; on the contrary, we have direct access. Francis, at home, does nothing else. When 
he wants to understand something about Buddhism, he calls the people in the Vatican who 
are competent in the area, while the cardinal in charge (of the matter related to Buddhism) is 
left out. This direct method of communication is the key of ecumenical dialogue and mutual 
relations between religions. 
 
Die Zeit: Is this because the discussion is one-on-one? 
Absolutely. What is more, the Pope has lessened the element of power that was strongly 
present in the past. For instance, he bowed to the Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I, and 
with this simple gesture set up a situation of equality. This is worthy of admiration. 
 
Die Zeit: Can a Protestant admire the head of Catholicism? 
I admire Francis, because he is trying to do something that maybe can never work. He has 
defined the (Roman) Curia as one of the most corrupt and sinful places in the world, and in 
doing so he chose to use almost exactly the same words as Martin Luther 500 years ago. 
Francis has thrown down the gauntlet before the Curia: I admire his courage. But I am also 
capable of distinguishing between his personality, his magisterial role within the Catholic 
Church and his duties. 
 
Die Zeit: How are the Pope’s point of view and the official positions of his Church 

opposed? 
I am thinking of the issue of whether we Protestants are considered by Catholics to be a true 
Church or simply an ecclesial community. In the official documents (of the Catholic Church) 
we are described as an ecclesial community. Francis, on the other hand, sees this point in a 
very serene way, and of course he treats us in every way as if we were a Church. In daily life 
these issues are set aside. But if they were to be treated by an official document of the 
Church, it would most likely be different. 
 
Die Zeit: The Pope has problems with his own Church, but is he in perfect agreement 
with Protestants? 
Is Francis in the wrong Church? In the Vatican, he has made powerful enemies and taken 
some major risks. There are already loud voices within his Church, denying that he is Pope. In 
politics, too, he has been reproached for that kind of thing: when someone makes a lot of 
changes, he is accused of being in the wrong party. I like to call Francis the Mikhaïl 
Gorbatchev of the Catholic Church. And my Catholic friends don’t like to hear that very much. 
 
Die Zeit: …because he ended up dissolving the Soviet Union. Is the Catholic Church 
under Francis threated by the same fate? 
I know by the Pope’s voice that he has this concern. At the Synod on the Family two years 
ago, where I was present as a guest, the borderline of a schism was occasionally reached. 
However, he did whatever was possible, with his intervention, to avoid it. 
 
Die Zeit: Are you thinking of the letter of the twelve conservative cardinals at the 
Synod? 
Yes, the letter became public before the Pope had even read it. By doing this, these high-
profile personages threatened Francis, (claiming) that the Catholic Church would no longer be 



 

 

the Catholic Church if the Pope did not slow down his drive for change. Last year, four 
cardinals, including the late Joachim Meisner, publicly shared their doubts (Dubia) on 
Francis’ magisterium. Today, the possibilities for resisting the Pope are openly debated. To a 
Protestant, all this does not seem very Catholic. The Vatican is still acting as if it is merely a 
small minority seeking confrontation. But it is no longer a minority. 
 
Die Zeit: Francis gives an impression of fallibility. His many interviews and his 
comments on world affairs reinforce this impression. Can this tendency to fallibility be 
a driving force for ecumenical dialogue? 
Yes, of course. I spoke with Francis about the different speeds of the process of the unification 
of the Church. He is openly ready to take a step back with the Orthodox Churches, and in 
union with them, to simply be the Bishop of Rome, a sort of mediator among equals. This is in 
reality the line laid down between Pope Francis and the ecumenical patriarch Bartholomew I. 
The Russian Orthodox Church, together with Bartholomew I, torpedoed this potential 
development, so nothing will change. In any case, it is obvious that Francis has no problem 
with setting aside pretensions of infallibility. (sic) 
 
Die Zeit: It is in this way that the pillars of Catholicism begin tottering… 
Pope Francis, in a discussion, said one day that Benedict XVI and John Paul II were not 
infallible either, and for all we know, they have never exercised their prerogative (of 
infallibility). With the dogma of infallibility, Bergoglio cannot begin anything. He is really ready 
to reach the edge of the impossible in his Church. On the occasion of the Jubilee of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation in Lund, Sweden, the Pope preached according to his explicit 
wishes. From my point of view, on this occasion, Francis interpreted Luther’s thought better 
than the majority of Lutheran bishops. 
 
The Pope, the authentic interpreter of Luther’s heritage? 
When he began his mandate, Francis had no knowledge of the (Lutheran) Reformation. 
Already in Argentina, he had made many personal contacts among Protestants, Evangelicals 
and representatives of other religions. But Francis is above all a man of the Bible. He opens it 
and reads the News directly in the text. Biblical criticism, as we know it, is not something that 
belongs to him. He has a very direct approach to the Biblical text. This makes him a true heir 
of Luther. It is therefore natural that he should enter into conflict with traditional positions. 
Many things can be seen in this way, on the theme of marriage, divorce and access to the 
Sacraments, the central theme of the synod on the family, and his post-synodal work Amoris 
Laetitia. 
 
Source: Die Zeit via Marco Tossati/French translation sourced from benoitetmoi/FSSPX.News - 11/14/17 

3. Book of the Month: FATIMA 1917-2017, THE MESSAGE 

FOR OUR TIMES 
 

3.1. Interview with the author, Fr. Bertrand Labouche, SSPX 
 
Angelus Press: There have been many books published on the “facts” of 
Fatima. Why did it seem useful to you to write another one? 
 
Fr. Labouche: The answer to your question is in the title of the 
book: Fatima, the Message for Our Times. I did my best to tell the story of 
Fatima, yes, but also to show that the effective remedy for the great evils of 
our times lies in a generous response to Our Lady of Fatima’s requests. I 
also did my best to take a look at the situation one hundred years after 
her apparitions. 
I lived in Portugal for 10 years. My contact with the families of the seers 



 

 

(especially Joao Marto, Francisco and Jacinta’s older brother), the facts I observed, the places I visited, 
and my various researches, all persuaded me to transmit these imperishable memories. 
Lastly, I hope that by referring to the major works on Fatima and the major works of Mariology I will 
have offered readers a humble synthesis for this centenary of the Apparitions of God’s Masterpiece, the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, who is also the Mother of our souls in this 21st century. 
 

3.2. Book review, by Fr. Dominique Boulet, SSPX 
 
Last summer, after having the privilege and honour to accompany a group of pilgrims from Toronto to 
Fatima, I was able to enjoy some time of rest with my family.  Searching for some simple and relaxing 
summertime reading, I came across the French version of Fatima 1917-2017 – The Message for our 

Times, written by Fr.  Bertrand Labouche, an old friend of mine.  Right away, I was intrigued by the 
simple, yet captivating style of that book, written by a true pastor of souls. But I need to warn the 
reader who may be looking for unpublished words of Sister Lucy that “may give the key to understand 
everything”.  The hunters of scoops may be disappointed, as there is nothing new in that book, which 
gives a complete summary  
of what has been written before him, especially by Brother Michael of the Trinity1.  But what makes 
the book of Fr. Labouche special, it is the way the author interprets the message of Fatima in view of 
the situation of the world that we are living now, one hundred years ago.  Things that are happening 
now are not the fruit of hazard, but should be rather understood in light of a message entrusted to 
three young shepherds one hundred years ago.  Here we are not only talking about the negative things 
that are deeply disturbing us, but also the positive ones: the fact that the message of Fatima is a great 
message of hope: hope for the final triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, that may not be too far 
off in the future. 

 
Published by Angelus Press, available in our bookstores 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 The whole truth about Fatima, by Brother Michael of the Trinity, 3 volumes: http://fatima.machado-
family.com/ 



 

 

 

Mass Times for December 2017 
 Feasts  Toronto St. Catharines St Peter’s 

New 

Hamburg 

OLMC 

New Hamburg 

Orillia/ 

Sudbury 

Dec. 1
st

  Ferial & 1
st

 Friday of 

the Month 

7:15am 

7:00pm 

HH 5pm 

Mass 6pm 

6:30pm Mass 

+ HH 

6:30am  

2  St. Bibiana 

 & 1
st

 Saturday of the 

Month 

7:15am 

9am HH 

10:00am 

Mass 9:00am 

Dev. after 

Mass 8:00am 

Dev. after 

8:00am  

3  1
st

 Sunday of Advent 8:00am 

10:30am 

5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 

10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp & 

Ben. 

Orillia 

5:00pm 

4  St. Peter Chrysologus  7:15am  8:00am 11:10am Orillia 

11:00am 

5  Ferial 

(St. Sabbas) 

7:15am 

6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

6  St. Nicholas 7:15am 

11:00am 

Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

7  St. Ambrose 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

8  Immaculate 

Conception 

7:15am 

7:00pm 

6:00pm 10:00am 

6:30pm 

5:00pm Vesp & 

Ben. 

6:00pm 

9  Ferial 8:00am 9:00am 8:00am 8:00am 8:00am 

10  2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 8:00am 

10:30am 

5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 

10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp & 

Ben. 

Orillia 

10:00am 

11  St. Damasus 7:15am   11:10am  

12  Ferial (Our Lady of 

Guadalupe) 

7:15am 

6:00pm 

  11:10am  

13  St. Lucy 7:15am 

Ros. 7:00pm 

  11:10am  

14  Ferial 7:15am   11:10am  

15  Ferial 7:15am 

7:00pm 

  6:30am  

16  St. Eusebius 7:15am 

8:00am 

  8:00am  

17  3
rd

 Sunday of Advent 8:00am 

10:30am 

5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 

10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp & 

Ben. 

Orillia 

10:00am 

  Feasts  Toronto St. Catharines St Peter’s 

New 

Hamburg 

OLMC 

New Hamburg 

Orillia/ 

Sudbury 

18  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

19  Ferial 7:15am 

6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

20  Ember Wednesday 7:15am 

Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

21  St. Thomas 7:15am  8:00am 6:30am  

22  Ember Friday 7:15am 

7:00pm 

 6:30pm   



 

 

• On Christmas Day, December 25, the 5:00pm Mass in Toronto is cancelled 

23  Ember Saturday 7:15am 

8:00am 

 8:00am   

24  Vigil of Christmas 8:00am 

10:30am 

5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 

10:00am 

 Sudbury 

10:00am 

Orillia 

10:00am 

25  Nativity of Our Lord Midnight 

8:00am 

10:30am* 

Midnight Midnight 

10:00am 

 Sudbury 

Midnight 

10:00am 

Orillia 

Midnight 

10:00am 

26 St. Stephen 11:00am  11:00am  9:00am 

27  St. John 7:15am 

Ros. 7:00pm 

 11:00am   

28  The Holy Innocents 7:15am  11:00am   

29  Day in the Octave of 

Christmas 

7:15am 

7:00pm 

 6:30pm   

30  Day in the Octave of 

Christmas 

8:00am  8:00am   

31  Sunday in the Octave of 

Christmas 

8:00am 

10:30am 

5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 

10:00am 

 Orillia 

10:00am 

Jan. 1  Octave of Christmas 8:00am 

10:30am 

5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 

10:00am 

 Orillia 

10:00am 


